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it seems to have been always a favourite with our playgomg
ancestors.    In " The Conquest of Granada " we read :—
So two kind Unties, ^hen a storm is nigh,
Look up, and see it gathering in the sky  . . .
Peich'd on some chopping branch, they sit alone,
And coo and heaiken to each other's moan
Mr. Bayes imitated this in what he called " one of the most
delicate, dainty similes in the world, egad " :—
So boai and sow, when any stoim is nigh,
Snuif tip, and smell it gath'iing in the sky. . . .
Pensive in mud they wallow all alone,
And snoit and gruntle to each other's moan.
The example set by Buckingham in " The Rehearsal" was
followed, more than half a century later, by Henry Fielding,
in " The Tragedy of Tragedies, or the Life and Death of Tom
Thumb the Great." This was brought out in 1730, m two
acts, and was so immediately and largely successful that
the author was induced to expand its two acts into three,
It was afterwards published, with elaborate notes, setting
forth a number of " parallel passages " from Dryden down-
wards, and with a preface, in which the supposed editor,
H. Scriblerus Secundus, gravely assigned the origin of the
"tragedy" to the age of Elizabeth. Apropos of parallel
passages, the editor says:—
Whether this sameness of thought and expression [on the part
of the authors quoted] . . . proceeded fiom an agieement in their
way of thinking, or whether they have borrowed fiom or author,
I leave the reader to determine, I shall adventure to affiim this of
the Sentiments of our author, that they are generally the most familiar
which I have ever met with, and at the same time delivered with the
highest dignity of phrase; which brings me to speak of his diction*
Here I shall only beg one postulatum—viz., that the greatest perfection

